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Writing 411W.01
The History and Theory of Rhetoric

Not Mere Rhetoric: https://joonnasmithermantrapp.com/ 

joonna.trapp@emory.edu
Classroom Site
Teacher:  Joonna Trapp
Spring Year
Office: Callaway N 117a
Days and Time of meeting
Office Hours:  TWR 3:30-4:40  p.m.

“He who does not study rhetoric can be the victim of it.”

--Ancient Grecian Wall Inscription

When and where you can find me: Besides my office hours listed above, you may arrange an appointment with me.  Please note that I try to save Friday for my own writing and research.  Generally, I am willing to meet with you and discuss your papers or any other concerns you might have about our class. I am also available by e-mail which I check much more often than I ought
Why this course is important: 

Rhetoric is one of the most exciting fields of study in academia now.  All over the country rhetoric programs are springing up and continually growing as students find through them significant ways to think and act in the world.  Rhetoric students learn to act, speak, and write in purposeful ways while remaining situated in and yet aware of their culture.  

The goal of our Writing and Rhetoric program is help you find your own way into becoming a good productive rhetor able to make a difference in your world. Rhetors throughout history have been  concerned with social justice, civic philosophy, and institutional practices—but deeper than this, rhetors have cared about individuals in communities and how to move them to make good judgments.  Rhetorical awareness will open your vision of the world around you, make you more confident of your own judgments, and help you sort through contemporary forces seeking to influence you.
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to be the next President

of Northwestern College!
Only YOU can defeat Joonna Trapp.




So, in this course you will be continuing to learn what it means to be a rhetor and to imagine your role as a rhetor in the future.  You will consider your options for post-graduation study and work using your rhetorical skills.  You will learn of the great variety of uses and theories of rhetoric by important people both in the past and in more recent times.  Most important, you will join a conversation that has been going on for a couple of thousand years.  My hope is that you will enjoy our pilgrimage into the history and theory of a vibrant and time-tested field while we share the stories, dreams, and hopes of many people.

Texts:

1. James A. Herrick.  The History and Theory of Rhetoric, 2nd Ed.

2. Bizzell and Herzberg.  The Rhetorical Tradition: Readings from Classical Times to the Present.  1st Edition, 1990.  Please note that both of these books in current editions are inordinately expensive.  I have been collecting used copies and will loan you copies to use for the course.  Please do not write in these books.  I do want them back!
What I expect from you: 

1—Readings—you will be expected to come to class with all assigned readings 
      completed on schedule.

2—Rhetorician’s Log Assignments—you will be expected to come to class with writings as assigned for that class.  They help prepare you for class, make you a more productive learner, give you practice opportunities for writing, and teach rhetorical reading and thinking. They also help me resonate better with the class in general.  I will generally collect these on the days they are due.  All out of class writing will be typed.  These will be evaluated on a 1-10 scale and make up a substantial portion of your final grade.  Late logs are rarely accepted without a penalty unless you talk to me before the class.

3—Attendance: The success of our class depends on all of us being prepared and in attendance.  I have observed that even the best student's performance suffers with poor attendance.  I appreciate an email informing me of upcoming absences.  Excessive absences may cause your final grade to be lowered or cause you to fail the course.  Generally, unless we work it out, missing more than 3 weeks of class can lead to failure.
4—Participation: vital to our class working as it should.  Your written responses, willingness to speak up in class, attitude, and attendance in class are an important part of your contribution to the class.  Learn to be an active rhetor!  

5—Exams:  Exams are timed essays usually written outside of class since we don’t have computer rooms for our use.  You will always be given the question(s) in advance.  You will also have the opportunity to use an extensive outline or notes in writing your exam.  These are not papers and are not evaluated like papers.
6—Larger Projects: Must be typed or computer processed. This doesn't mean that the paper is a sacred document--feel free to mark on a final draft.  A few neatly penciled in corrections lets me know you are continually revising and proofreading.  Late work, if accepted, is usually penalized unless you strike a bargain with me BEFORE the due date.  Due dates are open to negotiation if we can reach consensus as a class.  As you might guess, a good argument, well-timed, well-placed, well-spoken, goes a long way with me.

7—Class Presentation: You will need to prepare some kind of handout for your presentation.  You will need to make a copy for everyone in the class at your expense. You will find in the reference section of the library a couple of extremely useful encyclopedias of rhetoric and composition to help you in preparing. If you send it to me, I’ll copy it for you, but it can’t be last minute!
********************************************************************************

Major and Minor Assignments—in brief (please wait until assigned before beginning working on these—the course is design to facilitate development of these projects as we progress)

Short Assignments: These are small assignments to help you prepare for class and often serve as the focus of our class discussions and work together. Please type them as you do anything you hand in unless otherwise specified on the syllabus. They are due on the day listed on the syllabus and will not be accepted late without penalty unless you strike a bargain with me in advance. We will do a few of these during the semester of varying length.

Exams: Exams are really smaller writing projects. I’ll give you a question or topic to write about that will help you formulate responses, using the materials we have already studied. You may use notes, books, short assignments—anything from the class. This gives you a chance to summarize and think, applying what we have learned to a specific topic.

Log Assignments: These are informal writing and reflective in nature. We’ll use them for class discussion. In the syllabus, these are marked by “Write” in the syllabus most of the time.

Rhetor Paper: You will select a rhetor you admire and tell a story of this person and of their example, ideas, or approach to writing (or speaking) that makes clear why you admire this person.

Rhetorical Issue Paper: A rhetor must think and act ethically about problems in society, in the civic realm, and in organizations. This paper builds on Paper #1 and allows you to grow that paper with a question or situation your rhetor of choice had to deal with.
Class Presentation: Just what it says!

Reflection Paper: A final paper which will document your learning this semester.  This should run 3-4 pages or so. Due during finals week.
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How Grades are Calculated:



Exam #1






10%



Exam #2






10%



Short Assignments (4 of them)




15%



Log Assignments (a dozen or so
)



20%



Short Class Presentation




 
 5%



Rhetorical Issue Project





15%



Rhetor/rhetorician Project




15%
Reflection Paper





10%


     (These percentiles are subject to change if we reach consensus on the change.)
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Grading Scale
	Percentage
	Letter
	Emory Pts

	93.00-100
	   A
	4.0

	90.00-92.99
	   A-
	3.7

	86.00-89.99
	   B+
	3.3

	83.00-85.99
	   B
	3.0

	80.00-82.99
	   B-
	2.7

	76.00-79.99
	   C+
	2.3

	73.00-75.99
	   C
	2.0

	70.00-72.99
	   C-
	1.7

	66.00-69.99
	   D+
	1.3

	60.00-65.99
	   D
	1.0

	00.00-59.99
	   F
	0.0


Note: This course will be utilizing Canvas to archive materials, information, and grades.

Explanation of Letter Grades:

F paper: Treatment of the subject is superficial. Ideas, organization, and style are well below acceptable college thinking and composition.

D paper: Treatment and development of subject is only in the beginning stages. Organization is present but is neither clear nor effective. Little or no evidence of careful thinking.  

C paper: Meets the assignment, reasonably well-organized and developed, and shows some grasp of audience. However, reader/listener does not feel instructed. Work is often too vague and general—general in that the confused reader/listener asks, "In every case?" "Why?" "Exactly how many?" The opening and/or conclusion might be uninteresting to the reader/listener. Arguments often contain tedious repetitions.  

B paper:  Work is more than merely competent. Idea stated clearly but with little original thought. Reader/listener feels instructed. Organizing principle stated clearly, and all points are unified around central idea. Opening draws reader/listener in, and closing relates thematically to major points. Reading/listening is a pleasure.

A paper:  Shows unusual polish and style. The subject is very well developed with original and fresh ideas and depth of thought. Reader/listener feels delighted or instructed at every stage. The reader/listener feels—for the entire length of the reading journey—that the writer/speaker is a careful, trustworthy, craftsperson.

Important:  Emory strives to create an inclusive learning environment. Please let me know if anything is preventing you from doing your best work in this class. This can include your own learning strengths, any classroom dynamics that you find uncomfortable, or other issues that impact your work. I will hold such conversations in strict confidence and adapt the class and assignments as I can. The Office of Accessibility Services (OAS) works with students who have disabilities to provide reasonable accommodations. In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, you must contact OAS. It is the responsibility of the student to register with OAS. Please note that accommodations are not retroactive and that disability accommodations are not provided until an accommodation letter has been processed. Students registered with OAS who have a letter outlining their academic accommodations, are strongly encouraged to coordinate a meeting time with your professor that will be best for both to discuss a protocol to implement the accommodations as needed throughout the semester. This meeting should occur as early in the semester as possible. Contact the Office of Accessibility Services for more information at (404) 727-9877 or accessibility@emory.edu.  Additional information is available at the OAS website at http://equityandinclusion.emory.edu/access/students/index.html.  
Academic Honesty: (http://catalog.college.emory.edu/academic/policies-regulations/honor-code.html). Policy obligates reporting all suspected cases of plagiarism to the College Honor Council. Plagiarism is unacceptable.  Never submit another’s work as your own.  If you include someone else’s work in your paper or speech, always give credit to the original author.  If you are unsure about whether something constitutes dishonesty, please bring it to my attention before submitting the work.  I won’t get mad or angry—I’ll listen and help. Don’t make a costly decision because of stress and timing.  ALWAYS talk to me instead. That’s the safe way. Be aware that plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty can cause you to fail the course and be dismissed from the college. The university’s honor code policy will be enforced.

Writing Support for Emory College of Arts and Sciences Students: Tutors in the Emory Writing Center are available to support Emory College students as they work on papers, discussion posts, websites, and other projects. Writing Center tutors work on idea development, structure, use of sources, grammar, and word choice. They do not proofread for students. Instead, they discuss strategies and resources students can use as they write, revise, and edit their own work. Tutors also support the literacy needs of English Language Learners; several tutors are ELL Specialists, who have received additional training. Learn more about the Writing Center and make an appointment through the EWC website: http://www.writingcenter.emory.edu/. Please review tutoring policies before your visit. A maximum of 2 appointments are allowed each week. Students need to bring hard copies of drafts to their appointments. The Writing Center is located in Callaway N-111 and is open on Monday-Thursday from 11am-8pm, on Friday from 11am-5pm, and on Sunday from 12-8pm. The Spring Semester opening date is January 28, 2020.
Emory Counseling Services: Free and confidential counseling services and support are available from the Emory Counseling Center (404) 727-7450. This can be an invaluable resource when stress makes your work more challenging than it ought to be. http://studenthealth.emory.edu/cs/
Note: Emory College of Arts and Sciences administration has developed an Inclement Weather Make-Up Class policy. The full policy can be found at http://college.emory.edu/oue/documents/make-up-inclement-weather-policy.pdf. If needed, this class will abide by this policy. Look for information from your teacher in such situations.

“Rhetorical terms are not so much immutable entities with fixed and unchangeable meanings, but rather methods by which a culture analyzes its own discursive practices. . . . “

                                                                                                       —Carol Poster

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Week 1:

T 1/13—No class due to weather
R 1/15— Welcome and Introductions. What is rhetoric anyway?  Talk about course and hand out syllabus.  Get topic for Short Assignment #1 (handout).
Early Forms of Rhetoric

Week 2:

T 1/20:  Read:  Herrick Chapter 1


Write Log 1:  A half page about the course.  Now that you’ve seen the syllabus and glanced at the textbooks, what are your feelings and attitude about the course?  What do you expect from the course?  What do you expect to contribute?  Are there any requirements that cause you unease?  What can I do to make you feel better about your role in the class this semester?  Please include any questions you might have about anything.  Also ask any questions you have about the chapter from Herrick as well.  What can I help you understand better?  Then write a half page or so in which you identify something in the chapter that speaks to you, that causes you to have a question which helps you find meaning in the course.  All these are just suggestions.


Speak:  Short Assignment  #1:  see handout

Discuss Short Assignment #2—you will get a handout and envelope and clay
Orality and Literary—Early Greek Rhetoric  

R 1/22—Homeric Rhetoric


Read: Be sure and read the following in the order listed:

                                       1)  Herrick 31-32, 
                                       2)  “Orality Packet” on Synapse (containing Lord, Havelock, and Renault), 
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                                       3)  Book 9 of The Odyssey on Synapse.

Write log 2: After reading the selection from Homer, write a ½ page or so about either 1) some evidence you might see in the text of having been originally composed orally before being written down or 2) something in the text that is a performance of rhetoric or a use of rhetoric.


Oral Presentation:_____________________________(5-7 minutes)


Who was Homer?  Do some research on the internet or in some library sources to see what experts say on the subject.  Do you find conflicting opinions?  Which ones do you find more credible?  Who do rhetoricians say that Homer was?  See guidelines for class presentations.


Short Assignment #3 on Homer discussed—handout—Due end of next week


Discuss speaking assignment on the Sophists for Week Three

 F 1/23-- Short Assignment #2 due by 4:30 pm in my office.  You will hand in both a clay tablet and a translation folded in half so I can’t see it easily.
Week 3:

T 1/27— Read: Herrick 31-48 about the Sophists



  Write Log 3: ½ page in response to something that piqued your interest in the reading



  Oral Presentation:_______________________________( 5-7 minutes)


Who was Corax and Tisias, and how is that legend important to the history of rhetoric?  Does the legend have any factual basis?  Does our reception of the legend have anything to do with how much we value oral tradition?  Is oral tradition important to the study of rhetoric?  See guidelines for class presentations.

R 1/29:  Speak:  do assignment from handout about modern forms of the Sophistic

F 1/30—Short Assignment #3 on Homer due in door bin by end of day.


Week 4:

T 2/3— Finish up presentations on modern Sophists in class if needed
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 Oral Presentation:__________________________(5-7 minutes)

Who was Helen of Troy?  Do some research and help the class understand why Gorgias’s rewriting of the Helen myth is so unique.


 Exam #1 question distributed.

R 2/5— Read: Bizzel—“Isocrates” 43-54

  Write Log #4: ½ page responding to Isocrates—do you find his assertions valuable? What? why?

Oral Presentation:_________________________(5-7 minutes)


Describe for the class the kinds of schools and students the schools of the Sophists  had.  Fill in the gaps that our text leaves.  What is your estimation of these schools and why?


Bring any questions about the exam for open discussion

Exam #1 You may take the exam anytime during this weekend.  Please type.  At the top of your test, put your name, start time and end time.  Do not spend more than 2 hours on this test.  Put in the drop box on Synapse by Monday night.  Do not write out the answer to the question in advance; use notes, outline, or whatever you think will help you answer the question. Relax.  You can do all the prep work you want, but this is not a paper—it is a timed essay exam!
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Week 5:
T 2/10— Read:  On Synapse, “Jeff Barker”—this is a chapter from his book.  Also watch “Link to Barker videos”—pick a couple and look at them. These are good examples of the work our own professor of theatre is doing in Ancient Israelite Drama.  He is arguing that ancient texts that we see as simple prose were actually meant to be performed in the community. How do these jibe with what we have been learning about rhetoric and orality? Jeff will be joining us today via Zoom to talk together about these things.

R 2/12— Read:  Just catch up on the reading from the previous class—some will be handouts
Plato and Aristotle 
Week 6:

T 2/2/17— Read: Bizzell 129 (last 19 lines) to 143 and “The Republic” on Synapse; you will also want to read the chapter in Herrick (chapter 3) on Plato, but you can spread it over the week as needed—especially note how Plato appears negative about rhetoric. 

Speak:  Make notes over chapter to help you listen to and ask questions of our guest—on Plato’s attitude toward rhetoric.  Jensen would like you to challenge him and Plato.  This session will be more enjoyable if you are prepared!



Oral Presentation:________________________(5-7 minutes)

Research what we know about Plato’s life and share that will us.

R 2/19— Read: Plato’s Gorgias in Bizzell 55-72 

Write Log 6: Does Plato’s picture of Gorgias match your earlier encounter with him?  Explain.


   Oral Presentation : __________________________(5-7 minutes)

               Do some research on Gorgias.  Who was he and what are his contributions to Rhetoric?
Week 7:

R 2/24— Read: Herrick 72-88—We will not be reading the actual Aristotle.  A nd you might need a break from primary Greek writings by this point.  Make note especially of how Aristotle differed from Plato, his teacher.



 Oral Presentation:_____________________________(5-7 minutes)


 Do some research on Aristotle’s Lyceum, his school, and tell the class what we know

 about this  institution.  Who were the students?  Did he have any famous students?

            Short Assignment #4 is discussed—Aristotle and Metaphor

Roman Rhetoric--More Classical Capers!

R 2/26-- Read: Herrick  92-106 



 Oral Presentation:___________________________(5-7 minutes)


Describe for the class in more detail the Roman system of education called the Schools of Declamation.  What was instruction like at these schools?  Who attended? What was the purpose of the education? 
Hand out Exam 2 questions
Week 8:

T 3/3--Read:  Bizzell 200-250 (just skim & find one or two sections to read in detail of interest  to you.)

 Write Log 7: Find something that impresses you in the reading above and write ½ page to page discussing it rhetorically.  Feel free to make connections to something happening now.  You’ll be sharing your reading of that section with the class.


Oral Presentation:________________________________(5-7 minutes)



Describe Cicero’s life and death and his contribution to Roman civic life.

R 3/5—
Read: Herrick “Quintillian” 106-14 

Bizzell, Book X, Chapt III—read on page 338 and following.  Also read especially Book XII, page 346 and following.)

Short Assignment #4 Due
F 3/6—Please write Exam 2--You may take the exam anytime Monday-Sunday of this week (contact me if this is a problem).  Please type.  At the top of your test, put your name, start time and end time.  Do not spend more than 2 hours on this test.  Please deposit in the drop box on Synapse.   Do not write out the answer to the question in advance; use notes, outline, or whatever you think will help you answer the question. Relax.  You can do all the prep work you want, but this is not a paper—it is a timed essay exam!
Spring Break 3/10 & 3/12—no classes!  Use your rhetorical skills over break.

“Speech is the index of the mind.”  --Seneca

Interlude:  What’s next for someone who can write?

Week 9:


T 3/17—No class meeting—Spring Break continues
R 3/19— So, what do I do after graduation in writing and rhetoric?  A day for questions and 

                          answers.  A guest will be visiting our class today.  
 
Read:  you might want to get going on Augustine (see T 3/24)—it’s longish

Rhetoric in Christian Europe

Week 10:


T 3/24—Read:  Augustine’s Book IV of his De Doctrina, in Bizzell 381-422.
  Discuss today the big papers for the class.
  Oral Presentation:_________________________________ (5-7 minutes)


Who was Augustine?  Why is he important to Christians and to the Middle ages?
R 3/26— Read:  Just skim Robert of Basevorn (Bizzell 439—), we’ll spend the class discussing the art of preaching


Speak and Write Log 8—Robert will give you an idea of what the medieval art of preaching required.  Go on line and look up famous sermons or homilies (or not so famous is okay as well).  Find an interesting one and see how it is different or similar to the medieval idea.  Tell us some interesting rhetorical features of the sermon you selected.  You will hand in a ½ page about this sermon.
Week 11:


T 3/31—Read: Herrick Chapter 6—after some general discussion, we’ll talk about letter writing
Oral Presentation:______________________________(5-7 minutes)


Describe the Medieval art of letter writing and how this rhetorical art developed in later centuries.  Give some attention to Laura Cereta (see Bizzell), a female letter writer of the Renaissance period.  Why was the art of letter writing important to women?  Presenter this week does not have to be responsible for a section of the reading, but instead will help us think about Cereta.

Interlude:  Richard Weaver and Sermonic Language

R 4/2— Read:  “Language is Sermonic” by Richard Weaver (Bizzell 1044-) and Herrick on Weaver (258-60)


Write Log 9:  a ½ page response to reading.  Wrestle with something interesting.


Oral Presentation: _______________________________


Research who Richard Weaver was and report to class his significance.

Week 12:

T 4/7— No class today.  Use this time to work on projects.

R 4/9—No Class—Easter Break!
Interlude: 19th Century Women Rhetors—Turning the World Upside Down!

Week 13:
T 4/14— Read:  Herrick 260-265

Topics in Modern Rhetoric—A Hodgepodge!

R 4/16— Jim Corder and the Rhetoric of Regret



 Read:  on Synapse “Corder”


Write Log 12:  “We are always in a rhetoric,” Corder says.  What rhetorics do you carry with you in the Corderian sense?  ½ page or so.

Week 14:

T 4/21— Bitzer and the Rhetorical Situation


  Read:  “Bitzer” on Synapse and Herrick on Bitzer (232-3)


 Write Log 11—Using Bitzer’s terms, write an analysis of a time when you had to argue.  What was the situation—exigence, audience, constraints, and fitting response?  ½ page or so.
R 4/23— Rhetoric of the Dark Underbelly of America


Read:  Henry Louis Gates, Jr. (Bizzell 1185-92 only) and “Hymns” on Synapse 
Week 15:


T 4/28—Guest Speaker is coming!  TBA.
R 4/30—The subject is oratory….I’ll do all the work.  Use your extra time to work on papers.
Week 16:


T 5/5— Today, I’m under fire to share with you one of my current rhetoric projects.
R 5/7—Today, you are under fire!  Brief informal presentations of your rhetor paper which is due today.  We’ll have some treats and just decompress together.
Final Exam:  No formal final exam.  Your ethical papers are due to me during finals week.  If you combined your papers, then the final large paper is due at the same time that everyone’s ethical paper is due.
************************************************************************************

And then you are done!  Go out into the world and be good, ethical rhetors.  Use your knowledge for the good of those around you.  Argue for justice.  Watch out for propaganda.


". . .rhetoric prevents us from making wrong judgments, and in doing so it protects truth and justice."                                     --Grimaldi, 1980

"When a man writes to the world, he summons up all his reason and deliberation to assist him; he searches, meditates, is industrious, and likely consults and confers with his judicious friends, after all which done he takes himself to be informed in what he writes, as well as any that writ before him."
          --John Milton, "Areopagitica"  p. 735
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Please note that whether or not a borderline grade is rounded up is entirely at the teacher’s discretion. Such decisions shall be made based upon the teacher’s judgment about the student’s efforts, attendance, class citizenship, and participation.





�





�





�





"[Language] can move us toward what is good; it can move us toward what is evil; or it can, in hypothetical third place, fail to move us at all. . . .  But any  utterance is a major assumption of responsibility."


      --Richard M. Weaver, The Ethics of Rhetoric (1953)








"Cut these words and they will bleed.  They are vascular and alive."          


--Ralph Waldo Emerson








�








1
1

